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Chapter Overview
· In chapter two, words have been said to be the basic units of language. Whenever a child begins to speak, they normally begin with uttering words. 
· It does not mean that a sentence has to consist of more than one word (Carstirs-McCarthy, 2002). Small children always kicks-off speaking by uttering single words. 
· However, learning to speak at early childhood it seems to be a matter of putting words together, and not taking sentences apart.
· Chapter three deals with different parts of a word. 
· The smaller parts of the words are generally referred to as morphemes and the area in grammar that deals with the different smaller parts of the words are known as morphology (Carstirs-McCarthy, 2002).
· The chapter also discusses two important distinctions between the various kinds of morpheme and ways in which a morpheme vary in shape.
· Chapter four is dealing with words and their forms; inflection. It deals with the meaning of words, where it is asserted by the author that some complex words have meanings that are so predictable that they do not have to be listed in a dictionary. 
· The author also discusses non-lexical words in the same chapter. 
· The chapter focuses on one variety of words; words that need not be listed in the dictionary since they are merely grammatically conditioned variants of a word that is more basic.
· In chapter five, the author discusses a word and its relatives; derivatives.  
· The author kicks off this chapter by illustrating with the word variants such as perform, performs, and performed where he argued that the words were grammatically conditioned variants of one lexeme perform. 
· To be specific, the author is trying to show the use of inflectional suffixes.
Description of the Different Aspects of the Chapters
From chapter two up to chapter five, the author is dealing with words. In chapter two he starts by saying that words are the basic units of language. This is true since a language must contain words to enable people to construct sentences; sentences are constructed by use of words. Words contain different parts known as morphemes.  The author goes ahead and addresses the different forms of words and its relatives; derivatives. What I have found meaningful is the number that makes up a sentence counts not when it comes to whether the sentence is correct or not. 
Personal Strengths and Weaknesses
I have learnt that I have difficulties with tasks involving manipulation of sounds or phonemes. I am also challenged by the morphemes which are said to be the smallest units of meaning in language. However, I have strength when it comes to initial decoding which in turn leads to further development of morphological abilities. I have a plan of obtaining information concerning the various forms of words and how to use them in constructing sentences.
Background Knowledge of Morphology and how they improved my Linguistic Knowledge
Morphology is known as the study of words, and the minimal units of words are known as morphemes. The small units making up a word cannot be subdivided further, and that free morphemes can occur alone, and bound morphemes must occur with other morphemes. Thus, the information contained in the chapters discussed above are connected with my background knowledge of morphology in that they have concurred with the way I had conceptualized the morphemes (Soifer, 2005). I have made use of decoding and vocabulary development in developing my reading Skills.
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